Der Albigenserkreuzzug (SoSe 2004)

Leitfragen zur 9. Sitzung


1. Neben Rechtstexten, Briefen und Chroniken gibt es eine weitere sehr interessante literarische ‚Gattung’, die uns einen Einblick in den Albigenserkreuzzug und seine Beurteilung durch die Zeitgenossen gewährt: Kreuzzugslieder (wie die bereits mehrfach erwähnte Canso de la Crozada), insbesondere aber die sogenannten sirventes.. 
Lesen Sie hierzu zum einen die kurzen Auszüge aus M. Routledge, Kreuzzugslieder, und den entsprechenden Abschnitt bei K. Wagner, Debellare Albigenses, S. 142-148 (beide Texte als Kopiervorlage im Semesterapparat).

a. Wodurch zeichnen sich die sirventes aus?

b. Wie/aus welcher Sichtweise wird der Albigenserkreuzzug in ihnen dargestellt?

c. Handelt es sich um unabhängige ‚Berichte’ bzw. welchem Zweck dienten sie?      


2. Während der Albigenserkreuzzug in vollem Gange war, Peter II. von Aragon gegen die Almohaden auf der Iberischen Halbinsel vorging und Papst Innozenz III. bereits die Planungen für den neuen Kreuzzug ins Heilige Land vorantrieb, trieb die Kreuzzugs-bewegung in Frankreich und Deutschland im Jahr 1212 neue (fragewürdige) Blüten. 


 









Lesen Sie zu den ‚Kinderkreuzzügen’ neben dem oben stehenden Chronik-Auszug H.E. Mayer, Geschichte der Kreuzzüge, S. 188-192 (als Kopiervorlage im Semesterapparat) 

a. Wie kam es zu diesem Phänomen? Welcher Erfolg war ihm beschieden?

b. Weswegen ist die Bezeichnung ‚Kinderkreuzzug’ eigentlich irreführend?

c. Welche Resonanz fand diese Form des ‚Kreuzzuges’ bei den Zeitgenossen?
Welche Unterstützung erfuhren die Teilnehmer? Welchen Problemen und Widerständen sahen sie sich ausgesetzt?

In this year occurred an outstanding thing and one much to be marveled at, for it is unheard of throughout the ages. About the time of Easter and Pentecost, without anyone having preached or called for it and prompted by I know not what spirit, many thousands of boys, ranging in age from six years to full maturity, left the plows or carts which they were driving, the flocks which they were pasturing, and anything else which they were doing. This they did despite the wishes of their parents, relatives, and friends who sought to make them draw back. Suddenly one ran after another to take the cross. Thus, by groups of twenty, or fifty, or a hundred, they put up banners and began to journey to Jerusalem. They were asked by many people on whose advice or at whose urging they had set out upon this path. They were asked especially since only a few years ago many kings, a great many dukes, and innumerable people in powerful companies had gone there and had returned with the business unfinished. The present groups, moreover, were still of tender years and were neither strong enough nor powerful enough to do anything. Everyone, therefore, accounted them foolish and imprudent for trying to do this. They briefly replied that they were equal to the Divine will in this matter and that, whatever God might wish to do with them, they would accept it willingly and with humble spirit. They thus made some little progress on their journey. Some were turned back at Metz, others at Piacenza, and others even at Rome. Still others got to Marseilles, but whether they crossed to the Holy Land or what their end was is uncertain. One thing is sure: that of the many thousands who rose up, only very few returned.





Chronica Regiae Coloniensis Continuatio prima, ad a.1213 (MGH SS XXIV, S. 17-18), translated by James Brundage, The Crusades: A Documentary History, (Milwaukee 1962), S. 213














